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first discovered Genoa Bay

34 years ago from my family’s
liveaboard sailboat, and since

then it’s been my favourite place on the
entire coast. There’s a feeling of a bygone
era there that draws me back. My young-
est brother felt the same, so he returned
years later and built a house—one of only

six constructed in the area over the last
32 years. Most of the surrounding land
is either Indian Reserve or Agricultural
Land Reserve, so development is almost
nil, and this is one of the many things
that makes Genoa Bay so unique.

The bay is tiny—about a 1/4-mile
wide and 3/4 of a mile long—and access

Above The entrance to Genoa Bay is well marked by day markers on each side.

is well-defined by day markers on each
side of the entrance (see Chart #3478).
You'll find excellent sailing right in the
bay, as the racers in the annual Cowichan
Bay Regatta will attest. Summer west-
erlies mean you can beam reach your
way over to Cowichan Bay to stock up
at the bakery, cheese shop, fuel dock, »
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NORTH SAILS

NORTH SAILS

THE INGREDIENTS OF GOOD
VALUE FOR OVER 50 YEARS...

* Knowledge
* Expertise
* State-of-the-Art Technology
* Best Quality Materials
* Excellent Service

® RACING SAILS
o CRUISING SAILS
© REPAIRS AND RECUTS
© DODGERS, BIMINIS, BOAT COVERS

NORTH SAILS VANCOUVER
#5-11911 Machrina Way,
Richmond, BC V7A 4V3

Phone: (604) 271-2111
Fax: (604) 271-5025

Sales: Dave Miller / Service: Dennis Lefeaux
Vancouver Island Rep: Brian Huse (250-516-4393)

Email: dave@sales.northsails.com
www.northsails.com
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ELECTRICAL REBUILDING

AUTOMOTIVE - MARINE - INDUSTRIAL

720 PRINCESS AVE Z
VICTORIA,B.C.

DISTRIBUTORS OF BALMAR
HIGH OUT PUT ALTERNATORS &
INTELLIGENT CHARGE CONTROL

The 6 Series

this alternator carries a spare!

A patented Smart Ready regulator systern makes it possible
to enjoy the benefits of intelligent multi- stage regulation,
while ensuring the fail safe dependability of having a single
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The Max Charge

Multi stage Regulator
enables our alternators to
supply batteries with a broad
range of voltages and charging
amperages that match the needs of the batteries
through various stages of charging. In doing so, a Balmar
charging system can decrease charging fimes, save fuel
and increase battery life.

Call for more information and prices

250-385-2422

email: poto@telus.net

Above| Expect impromptu dock parties and
gatherings while staying in Genoa Bay—it
may take a while to leave, but the sense of
community is outstanding.

and beer and wine store—and you might
see harbour porpoise and seals breaking
the surface as you cross. My family has
enjoyed years of day sails right off Sepa-
ration Point—a landmark we fondly call
“Cow Horn,” and you'll find good crabbing
throughout the area.

Genoa Bay is choice for both overnight
and day stays, especially if you like walking
(or if you have a dog). There are 3 miles of
pastoral beauty from Genoa Bay to Maple
Bay, just as picturesque as the Yorkshire
Dales. Mount Tzouhalem embraces the
valley, and from Genoa Bay Farm there
is a view back into the bay over rolling
fields and Hereford cattle, across to Hatch
Point. The natural history of the area is
compelling. Succulent plants grow from
rocky outcrops, and Arbutus and Garry
oaks extend down the mountain, provid-
ing cover for California quail and other
bird species. Gorse grows here too, and it’s
as thorny and flowery as it ever was in its

native England.

Genoa Bay Marina was the hub of the
community when I first visited in 1974,
and still is. The Kiedaisch family has had
the place for 20 years, passed from father
to sons, and for the last four years Ben and
Will have operated the Genoa Bay Café
as well. Their upscale West Coast cuisine
is served in rustic, old-world ambience,
a trademark of the property. The atmo-
sphere of the place is that of relaxed wel-
come, and the brothers feel that boating
is a commonality for people, an equalizer,
that lets you swap stories with folks from
all walks of life.

The wharfinger, Geoff Hill, has so
enjoyed the tales and the tying up that he’s
been at his job since the "7os. Impromptu
dock parties are great for meeting other
boaters and locals from the small float-
house and liveaboard community, and
many of the 60 or so land residents have a
boat in the bay, or at least go dock-walking.
It can take a little longer than planned to
get out of the bay, chatting with locals and
fellow boaters before you cast off, but it’s
this sense of belonging that is the true
beauty of a small community. I stayed
in the bay for a month last year and was

www.brae.ca
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frequently waved at and spoken to—I felt
completely welcome and that is often lack-
ing at larger marinas.

There are other fun things to do in
Genoa Bay besides walking, eating and
socializing. Three musical events are held
each summer—quartets from the Victo-
ria Symphony, jazz trios, Cajun bands or
bluegrass—and all are free for the public

; L.
to enjoy. The concerts were started as a
thank you to the marina’s customers and ChECKDOIni
have just carried on. Charity benefits and YAMAHA \

dazzling displays of Christmas lights are
yearly fetes, and the floating Genoa Bay
Gallery, owned and operated by Colleen
Irwin for the past nine years, is brim-full
of eclectic artwork by talented local artists. g
To celebrate Halloween, residents hold
a pumpkin-carving potluck with bonfire
and fireworks out on the point and every-
one is invited. The grand finale is candlelit
pumpkins glowing and grinning along
both sides of the road on Halloween night
(a very spooky walk).

There is a ton of history in Genoa Bay,
literally, with part of the retaining wall
built of ballast rocks from ships loading

Serving since 197

ZODIAC

The Best Name in Inflatable Boats

lumber in‘the. late 1800s. There is also a T, » B, Cadet 2503—2855-3103-3403
slag heap jutting out of the water by the ‘
ramp, looking like an avant-garde sculp- -  Cadet 285FR-325FR-360FR
ture, but is actually file tailings from the e Cadet compact RIB 250.8 300
old sawmill. Rumour has it that before = o e A Bl Ll
the bay was christened “Genoa” in 1858, Full line of Zodiac, Avon and Bombard boats available
it was called “Snug Leave,” and although FULL LINE OF YAMAHA OUTBOARDS 2.5 TO 350 HP
unsubstantiated, anyone who has been \
there can vouch for the “snug.” And as for e ) YA M A H A
the “leave,” I've left Genoa Bay countless 2
times, but I always return. @ 3034 ST. JOHN'S STREET - PORT MOODY - BC - V3H 2C5
R R R R www.gacheckpoint.com | sales@gacheckpoint.com | 604.461.3434
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